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A NEW CITIZEN
I’m not a returning citizen, I heard
other testimonies where they call
themselves returning citizens.
I spent 45 years in prison. I went in
when I was 15 years old and
I came out March 25, 2021 at 60.
So I’m saying, I’m not a returning
citizen, I’m a new citizen.

INSIDE THIS EDITION:
NEW CITIZEN
-Resident
NEW BOARD PRESIDENT
-Gary Wainwright

If it wasn’t for this halfway house
and Living Water Ministry I really wouldn’t have a place to go. I probably would
have tried going to a downtown shelter but I wasn’t from Kent County. I’ve
been gone so long, I had no family. I had two friends that came and picked me
up though. They found the Living Waters home placement for me. I really like
it. It’s in a pretty good neighborhood and all five roommates have been very
decent people and doing the right thing to return to society.

UPDATE FROM THE
DIRECTOR
-Greg Oliver
ADOPT A NEED
Welcome Baskets

I had problems with religion when I was a child and because of that I wasn’t
very religious. The Ministry doesn’t force it on me, I was scared of that but it’s
not that way. It’s a nice house, everyone has their own space. They give you
the freedom to be an adult and to be a child of God, I guess you’d say. We
know the right thing. We know what we have to do and it’s just whether you
want to do it. So far everyone I met coming through this house is the same
way. I helped a guy from another LW house get a job where I work. I like
where I work, I like the people and I like to work. It fits right in with the ministry.
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The Living Water Ministry has had my back the entire time. Anything I need, all
I have to do is ask. I’m grateful for their help. I hope in the near future, that the
next guy that comes along, I can help him go down the right path. Now I used
to write for a newsletter in the prison so I’m going to keep this short. You’ve
given me much more than I wanted and I appreciate it. God bless you all, amen.

Phone:
616-425-2414

David, Resident
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Living Water Ministry Network Annual Banquet

ATTENTION

DATE & LOCATION
CHANGE
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Thursday, October 7th
6:30-8:30pm
Brookside CRC - 3600 Kalamazoo Ave SE

NEW DATE
Fall Banquet
October 7, 2021

‘Persevering Grace’

Adopt a NEED
List of needs for our
homes:
Sponsor a $50 Welcome
Basket which includes
toiletry essentials.
Licensed builder to
evaluate our homes and
make written
recommendations
Skilled laborers for
repairs
Donations for home
repairs

Please email or call:
info@livingwaterpmn.org
616-425-2414 to donate.

I am honored to assume the role of Board President of Living Water Ministry
Network. I became acquainted with the organization a few years ago
through Kurt Flier who was a resident of the ministry at the time. Kurt and I
had a mentor/mentee relationship at the time. Today we are just good
friends who still hang out together.
After Kurt’s parole process was
completed, he was asked to join the board; and I joined at the same time.
My joke at the time was that I had to keep an eye on him!
As a retired Human Resource Manager, I was looking for a ministry to be
involved with. I have not been disappointed!
As Christians we are given
second chances and that is what Living Water does for men coming out of
prison. Some of the men who come to us have nothing; it is a real joy to be
a helping hand to them. Everything from providing a place to stay, to ID
cards, to learning the bus route, finding employment, and working their way
thru damaged relationships.
My wife and I enjoy having the men over to our house on occasion, for a
Saturday morning breakfast/ bible study/fellowship time. This past fall was
such a time. After it was over and they were all gone, the thought occurred
to me that I just had 12 convicted felons in my
house for a meal. Not only was I not afraid
The King will reply, ‘I tell you,
but I was blessed by our Lord for being a
whenever you did this for one
helping hand to others who need a little help in
of the least important of these
the world.
members of my family, you
did it for me!’ Matthew 25:40
- Gary Wainwright, President

The Lord Must Build the House
“Unless the Lord builds the house, they labor in vain who build it” Ps. 127:1a
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As I ponder the state of our homes and our ability to provide stable Christian
environments for our residents, this verse has constantly come to mind. Divine
blessing upon one’s endeavors is of inestimable value. One can labor and toil
night and day, but if the Lord is not in this work, it is in vain. This ministry seeks
to acknowledge God in all its ways and with diligence serve our residents as
God enables. I would like to give you an update on our homes and needs in
relation to them.
We are grateful that the Lord has enabled us to, over time, purchase four homes
that we now own debt free. These homes are older and in constant need of
repair. Such repairs can be costly, and most times require skilled labor and
someone to organize it all. We are also in need of purchasing another home that
will serve our men in the long term. We are actively seeking volunteers to help
with repairs, donations, and a house to purchase at a reasonable price.
Such homes are where men are restored and built up to be godly, productive
members of their communities. Are you perhaps the means of divine blessing
upon this ministry? If so, feel free to email or call our office - or
you can reach out to me directly at (616) 888-0032.
- Greg Oliver, Executive Director

