
THE FUNNY THING ABOUT BLESSINGS… 

 

As a long-term prisoner being paroled for the 
first time, I did not know what to expect dur-
ing the parole process or what my placement 
options might be. This caused great anxiety 
and only added to my concern about what 
the future might look like for me in a world I 
did not recognize or even what my place 
might be in it. I truly did not know what kind 
of blessing this would turn out to be in my 
life. 
 

The funny thing about blessings is that they 
only become blessings when we recognize 
the LORD at work in our life. Truly this was 
the LORD’S work! From day one, I have 
been supported and surrounded by a great 
group of guys as roommates who have ex-
ampled what it means to be in community 
and have provided not only hospitality, but 
also support and guidance along the way. 
And, the leadership of the organization this 
Christmas hosted a dinner for us at our resi-
dence. It was something I will never forget. 
We shared a meal, stories of Christmas’ 
past, future plans, and to my surprise gifts at 
the end. As each man received their gift, it 
became apparent that much thought was 
given to what each man needed and all of us 
received our gifts with gratitude and aston-
ishment over the kind of thought that went 
into picking them out.  

 

To be honest, the organization and the peo-
ple that are a part of it have restored some of 
my faith in humanity. Not because of the 
gifts, but because I witnessed good human 
beings living out what it means to be in a 
right relationship with Christ and each other. 
For example, what it means to be human is 
to image God---The Imago Dei---the image 
of God is one where kindness, goodness, 
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, temper-
ance, and faith are characteristics of the life 
of the individual. I have witnessed these 
qualities or characteristics at one time or an-
other from the men and women connected to 
LWMN. I am truly grateful to have had the 
opportunity to be a part of the organization 
and recognize it as one of the many bless-
ings that God has bestowed on my life.   
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TRANSITIONING TO THE OUTSIDE WORLD 

Thank you very much for the great fellow-
ship, devotional, lunch, and gifts at our re-
cent Christmas Party.  It is very much appre-
ciated.  Thank you to the one who prepared 
the fabulous lasagna and salad.  The pie and 
soda were appreciated as well.  Thank you to 
those who took the time to purchase the 
great gifts.  Thank you to all in Living Water 
Ministry Network who have made my transi-
tion from “behind the fences” to “out in the 
world” an easy move.  May the Lord bless 
and surround all those involved with His 
good favor as a shield.  Thank you and Merry 
Christmas.  May all we do bring glory to our 
Lord and Savior. 

BLESSINGS ON RETIREMENT 

 

The Board of Directors of Living Water Minis-
try Network extends their best wishes to Carol 
VanWyk who is retiring from her role as our 
Administrative Assistant. Carol will continue 
to serve the ministry in a volunteer capacity 
as our Board of Directors Secretary, as well 
as continue her participation in our Applica-
tion Review Committee. We thank Carol for 
her service in keeping things running smooth-
ly at the office. She is looking forward to 
spending more time with her husband and 
family and we wish her all the best! 
 

WELCOMING NEW STAFF MEMBER 

 

We welcome Sherry Miedema to our staff as 
our new Administrative Assistant. Sherry is no 
stranger to the ministry, having volunteered 
her time with us for the past 3 years - most 
recently as the Treasurer of our Board of Di-
rectors. Sherry will continue to serve on our 
Board in a volunteer capacity while also serv-
ing the ministry as an office staff member. 
 


