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THE GREATER TRUTH 

With a new year often comes new resolutions, new endeavors, new 
goals simply the old passing away and a straining forward for that 
which is new. As with all unchartered waters, and so much more in our 
unprecedented incendiary times, the new and unknown can bring 
anxiety. However, our Lord reminds us of His sure presence:  
 

When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 
And through the rivers, they shall not overflow you. 

When you walk through the fire, you shall not be burned, 
Nor shall the flame scorch you (Isa. 43:2, NKJV). 

The outgoing board president of this ministry, Tom Visser, recently told 
the board and staff at a dinner, “I know this [Living Water Ministry 
Network] is in good hands.” Surely his reference was in the context 
directed to the board and staff, but I have good reason to know that 
there is a greater truth that grounds that statement. 
 

Tom recounts the story of Carl Gunn. A man who went into Michigan 
prisons and taught Bible studies and showed the love of Christ to men. 
He would see Tom often at another men’s Bible study and was 
persistent in inviting Tom to get involved. Carl was in his 80s at this 
time. Finally, Tom acquiesced and went into a prison 
with Carl and “hearing that door slam behind” him 
knew that this was not for him. Nevertheless, Carl 
was relentless (perhaps sensing his passage to 
glory was near) in asking Tom to help with the 
ministry. Finally, Tom agreed and twenty-two years 
ago became the president of LWMN.   
 

There are two points of application that I would like 
for us to draw from this. First, let us not be afraid to 
be stretched out of our comfort zone in ministry. 
Countless lives have been impacted through this 
ministry over the years. Secondly, however deep the 
waters may be or look this year, or however hot the 
fiery trial (1 Pet. 4:12; cf. 1:6) that is there for our 
good may be, trust that God’s hands will uphold you, 
guide you, and protect you. Thank you Tom Visser 
for answering the call to serve; thank you Gary 
Wainwright for answering the call to take over as the 
incoming board president; thank you Jesus for giving 
servant hearts and glorifying your good name 
through earthen vessels. 
 

Please go to our website to see our current video! 
 

https://www.livingwaterpmn.org 
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Board Members were able 

to share a meal and deliver 
Christmas gifts to residents. 


