
 

It has been a complete pleasure to get to know Joseph who has been with us for a 
little over 2 months now. His spiritual depth is evident in how he has sought out and 
found a church home where he can plug in and even was baptized there last 
Sunday as of this writing!

I thought that you would be touched, as I was, by hearing some of his reflections on 
this step of obedience in his life. I know that this will encourage you as you see the 
impact of your support for LWMN.

Larry Milks, Ministry Director 

When I sit here and think upon the 
events of today’s baptism, and the 
emotional rollercoaster that led up to it, 
I am struck by the parallels of how our 
God has been working and continues 
to work in my life. 

Some back story will be helpful here, I 
think.  When the consequences of the 
choices I made in life finally came home 
to roost, so to speak, I found myself in a 
p l a c e o f u t t e r d e s p a i r a n d 
hopelessness.  Here I was facing the 
thing that I feared the most, that everyone would only see me now for all the bad 
things I had done.  All the depravity, selfishness, deceitfulness, anger… on and on 
and on.  And because of this, I just knew that I would be rejected by everyone, an 
outcast.

And compounding this despair was all 
the stuff that I was struggling with on 
the inside.  All the self-doubt and low 
self-esteem that crippled me from 
being honest and genuine with 
anyone.  The belief that I didn’t belong 
to anything. The whole idea and 
identity of not being enough and never 
being able to be.  The lifelong struggle 
with sexual addictions.  My need to 
feel in control of everything in my life, 
otherwise I would be eaten up by the 
world.  And more than anything else, the absolute shame that engulfed me for the 
way I objectified and used all those around me, especially my wife and daughter.
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INTRODUCING JOSEPH

Many are the plans in 

a man’s heart, but it is 

the Lord’s purpose that 

prevails. 

Proverbs 19:21
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Adopt a NEED 
Can you help?

We are looking for several $50 
donations to cover the cost of 
welcome baskets for new 
residents as they arrive at 
LWMN with minimal personal 
belongings.  
We are also looking for 
someone to shop for these 
items and put the baskets 
together with a hand written 
welcome card.  If you can 
assist with either a donation or 
the shopping, please contact 
Sherry at 
sherry@livingwaterpmn.org or 
call/text her at (616) 262-8311.
Thank you!
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After a while in prison, not having my mind and spirit constantly blinded by my addictions, 
I began to start seeing reality for what it really is.  I started to realize I was missing 
something bigger than me in my life, something that I had been longing for my 
entire life.  Eventually I was “brought” to a place were I was immersed in my first real 
experience of Christian community and fellowship.  These men (fellow prisoners) who 
would play key roles in my coming to Christ were put into my life at this time.  They 
“showed” me what it was to be a Christian and didn’t just try to tell me.  Here I was given 
unconditional love and acceptance by men who had gone through similar situations as 
myself, as well as those whose journey was completely different than mine.  It was here 
that I was able to finally begin to learn how to trust and desire for God.  It was not easy 
and I still had doubts and worries about my life, but when I finally gave my life to Christ 
and accepted Him as my Lord and Master it was without reservations.  I was still afraid of 
not knowing what the future would be like, how it would look, and figuring out what my 
purpose in it would be, but I was finally able to trust in the process of what He was doing 
and say “I’m in!”

Through the next few years there was much 
painful and rewarding growth.  I had a hard time 
letting go of some of those old hurts and hang-
ups that had fueled my addictions.  But 
eventually something amazing began to 
happen. I started to see that the more I began 
to let go of the control that I thought I had over 
my life and the world around me, the more 
things began to work out, the more I became 
content with myself and my place, and the 
more joy I felt.  I began to see that the things, 
plans, and goals I had thought I wanted in life 
really weren’t that important to me anymore. 

God has constantly proven Himself to me over 
and over by bringing me through difficulties, 
hardships, fears and uncertainties.  All I had to 
do was trust in Him and follow the steps He was 
placing before me.  It still hasn’t been easy, I still mess up and struggle with temptations, 
but I am no longer that stiff necked child I use to be.  I trust in Him and will follow Him 
without reservation or worry, even if I can’t see what it will look like on the other side.

And this is the thing I’ve noticed the most about how He works.  In each stage of this walk 
I have been afraid and uncertain, sometimes even unwilling to do as I’ve been told.  But 
as He has worked in me and shown me how He truly cares, I’ve become more obedient 
and trusting of Him.  He has shown me that He has a place and a purpose, and 
reconciliation for me, a man who can identify with how Paul labeled himself, “A sinner 
among sinners.” In this I have found contentment and joy, and while I do not yet know 
what my purpose looks like, I am all in. And that includes following Christ in baptism.

The pastor baptizing me asked, “Joe, why have you come to be baptized today?”

I answered,  “Because when I was lost and broken, He answered when I called out in 
desperation.  Because He took the scared, selfish, shame-filled man that I was, and 
made me into the purpose-filled and compassionate man I am now.  Because my life was 
bought for a price no one could meet, it no longer belongs to me, but to Him.  This is my 
declaration of who I am, what I believe, and Who I belong to.”

Joseph
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