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And let us run with perseverance the race 
marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus 

Hebrews 12:1-2

Save the Date

Living Water Ministry Network 

BANQUET 
Persevering Grace 

Thursday, October 7 
6:30 - 8:30 pm 

Brookside CRC - 3600 Kalamazoo Ave 
Grand Rapids, MI 49508 

Several ways to register by September 15
Return reply card
Register online: www.livingwaterpmn.org
Call:  616-262-8311 (Sherry)
Email: sherry@livingwaterpmn.org

If you would like to underwrite the cost of one or more tables at our upcoming 
fundraising banquet, please contact Sherry by email or phone.  Cost per table 
is $150 and your donation is tax-deductible.  Each table seats 8.

Persevering Grace

A lot has happened since our last banquet, almost 2 years ago. We have 
seen polarizing politics, societal chaos, and a pandemic that has killed, 
ravaged, economically depressed, and furthered the divide amongst 
people. Such commotion has unavoidably trickled into the lives of our 
residents and exacerbated the already difficult period of adjustment. 
However, I have witnessed the Lord’s persevering grace in their lives. 
Hebrews 12:1-2 calls us to run the race with “perseverance,” or 
“endurance,” while looking unto Jesus. This “endurance” means to 
remain under the challenges that the Lord has allotted to His people in 
this life. Such is the theme of our upcoming banquet. I invite you to join us 
in celebrating the Lord’s persevering grace.

Greg Oliver, Executive Director

https://livingwaterpmn.org/
mailto:info@livingwaterpmn.org
http://www.livingwaterpmn.org
mailto:sherry@livingwaterpmn.org
http://www.livingwaterpmn.org
mailto:sherry@livingwaterpmn.org
https://livingwaterpmn.org/
mailto:info@livingwaterpmn.org


JOIN US 
Fall Banquet

October 7, 2021
‘Persevering Grace’

Adopt a NEED 
List of needs for our 

homes:
Licensed builder to 
evaluate our homes and 
make written 
recommendations
Skilled laborers for 
repairs
Donations for home 
repairs

Please email or call:
info@livingwaterpmn.org
616-425-2414 to donate.
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BE	  PREPARED	  TO	  ANSWER	  

I have been out of LWMN for 2 years now.  I live with my aging parents in Wisconsin 
and I help them out by getting them around town and caring for them. They help me 
out, too, by giving me a place to live so we are doubly blessed.  I have a steady job 
working in the engineering lab of a generator company testing out new products. I 
am so grateful for the good habits that were instilled in me during my time in 
the LWMN house. I have maintained these top 5 habits: 1) I pray before every 
meal, 2) I make my bed 3) no TV in the bedroom 4) I say, “I’m blessed” when 
someone asks how are you, and 5) I often end conversations with, “God bless.”   I 
learned many other good things too like budgeting my income, learning to cook and 
making lifelong friendships. I wanted 
to change and this ministry helped 
me do it.

However, today I feel the need to 
speak about an issue that us 
offenders must learn to deal with. The issue about what to say when a stranger 
approaches you about the tether you may be wearing.  You see, about a month ago 
I was at a restaurant with some friends enjoying our time together when a stranger 
noticed the tether on my ankle and approached me. She wanted to know what that 
was on my ankle and what crime I committed. She came at me with an aggressive 
attitude.   Her comments to me were very negative and I was, in her eyes, already 
guilty of some very ugly sins and will never change, therefore no chance of 
forgiveness. This was all said loud enough that it caught the attention of others in 
the restaurant. I am required to wear a life-time tether,   so I knew this day would 
eventually come where I would have to explain what it is I wear and why.  I thought I 
was prepared to answer her, but I wasn’t. It took me by surprise and my answer fell 
short to say the least.   My friend next to me quickly stuck up for me and, with her 
help, I was able to “get out” of that situation. There is no way I could have gained 
this lady’s trust on my own. I was sunk.

So, what is the right thing to say? How should I have handled it?  Thanks to a close 
brother from LWMN, we talked about this and while every situation is different, I feel 
I am better prepared for the next confrontation.   “For all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God.” (Rom 3:23) We all make mistakes. So it’s okay to say 
I messed up in my past. I never want to make that mistake again and this tether is 
my reminder. I am forgiven because He was forsaken. He loved me so much to die 
for me. I feel I am now freed from my life of addiction. I have received his mercy and 
grace. That makes me want to live a life of love and do great things as an 
expression of my faith to be positive and uplifting to those around me. LWMN 
encouraged each of us to pick a life Bible verse while I was living there.   I chose 
Philippians 4:8 which says, “And finally brothers, whatever is True, whatever 
is Honest, whatever is Right, whatever is Pure, whatever is Lovely, whatever is 
Admirable – if anything is excellent or praiseworthy – think about such 
things.” I wrote this on a piece of paper and I carry it in my wallet to this day. This 
verse tells me that I have choices. I can choose to dwell on the negative or turn it 
around to make it a positive.   Be sure to admit your mistakes you made. Details 
aren’t needed. Yes, I made poor choices in my past, but let me share with you 
about the One who has freed me from my addictions and has erased all those 
mistakes out of my life.

David W., Resident 
Former resident Dec 2017-Sept 2019
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